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ECLIPSE 

BROTHER SUN, SISTER MOON 
PLAY TO LARGE AUDIENCE 
IN LIBRA CONJUNCTION 

Craning their necks and 
gazing skyward, eyes squinting 
at a point just south and west 
of the noon meridian, a number 
of Californians watched curi¬ 
ously as the moon cut across the face of the 
sun. Most of the viewers of last Wednesday's 
solar eclipse, warned that a direct look in¬ 
to the sun could cause permanent eye damage, 
peered through a variety of gadgets. 

For those making the effort there was 
the rewarding sight of the moon, othervri.se 
invisible, taking a child-size shadow bite 
out of the high-noon solar cookie. 

(Favorite watching paraphernalia includ¬ 
ed semi-professional telescopes, welder's eye 
protectors, film negatives and smoked glass. 

Few if any suffered retina damage and 
hospital spokesmen reported no casualties. 
Permanent damage to the eye is a genuine con¬ 
cern in sun-watching. 

What the eclipse-watchers saw between 
noon and one o'clock is recorded here in a 
series (15 minutes apart) of photographs. 

They were taken outside the NEWS-LETTER of¬ 
fice at Independence. 

(Photo note: l/30th second at f8, using 
Flus-X film with a heavily-smoked glass held 
over lens.) 

For the eclipse-curious, one of Inyo's 
more serious star-gazers provided some know¬ 
how and better-than-average equipment at the 
■Eastern Sierra Museum grounds at Independence. 
He is Leonard Sluyter, a radio engineer and 
science buff who says he took his first "real 
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PEACE OFFICERS' BOMBSHELL 

DEPUTY SHERIFFS WOULD TEMPER 
MERCY WITH A LITTLE JUSTICE 


A SAFE LOOK AT THE ECLIPSE was offered visitors 
to Independence's Eastern Sierra Museum. Ama¬ 
teur Astronomer Leonard Sluyter shows image of 
moon's movement over sun. Instrument is a don¬ 
ation to the museum, gift of Fat Bole. 

look" heavenward while serving in the navy in 
the 19hO's. Sluyter says Owens Valley's smog- 
free skies are "excellent" for astronomical 
observations. 

And for an even better look at the phen¬ 
omenon some California astronomy fans paid 
what to many would seem an astronomical fee: 
0850 for passage aboard a chaiier ship sail¬ 
ing the line of the eclipse in the Pacific 
■Ocean. For that they got a look at a "com¬ 
plete eclipsd 1 - plus a bonus: a "view of the 
sun's beams on the valleys of the moon." 


WATER ISSUE 


] 

"What for many 
months had been mere¬ 
ly a mumbling discon¬ 
tent turned last week 
into a no-holds-bar- 
red statement of com¬ 
plaints by the county 
i deputy sheriffs. 

The officers 
articulated their un¬ 
chained bitterness a- 
bout what happens af¬ 
ter they gather evi¬ 
dence and make an ar¬ 
rest. According to 

_ them, whatever it is, 

it has very little to do with what is usually 
considered as "justice." 

It was at a recent meeting of the Inyo 
County Deputy Sheriffs Association that the 

(See PEACE OFFICERS, Pap-e 5 ) 


WATER METERS AND ;iATE HIKE 
MAY SUPPORT DWP FUN AND GAMES 

News reports from Los Angeles about the 
heavy-handed imposition of higher water costs 
last week gave little comfort to Inyo Counti— 
ans now apprised of the fact DWP will install 
water meters here sometime in 1978. 

Of particular concern is DWP's seeming¬ 
ly autonomous actions taken without even the 
city council's control. Already resentful of 
the fact they have no representation on L.A.'s 
highest policy councils, the Inyo colonials 
now foresee a new era of rate and price-hike 
policies over which they will have little, if 
indeed any, determination, a vulnerable pos¬ 
ition DWP policy-makers have long wanted. 

Already "approved for the valley" over 
the heads of residents here is the "drought" 
charge okayed and passed by the Los Angeles 
City Council. 

(See WATER ISSUE, Page 3) 
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RABID ROUNDUP 

FROM A RABIES SCARE, 

POLED SKUNKS MID 
BATTED 3ATS 

’.'/hen the Inyo Health Department last 
summer released a •warning that rabid bats 
had been discovered in the area, there follow¬ 
ed a public reaction that netted (or "batted") 
a return of more than 70 carcasses of the 
little (but sometimes dangerous) creatures* 

People said they had "batted down" the 
flying mamm a ls when they had seen them* Out • 
of the lot only a few proved to be infected* 

At the same time, the county’s animal 
controllers launched a skunk hunt, capturing 
(and destroying) Hi; of the smelly but gener¬ 
ally friendly stripers. 

Citizen panic, bom of horror tales 
about bats and vampires, finally narrowed 
down to proven instances of rabies in bats, 
but none in the (drag)netted skunks• County 
Health Officer Dr. Victor Hough said Inyo’s 
rabies record is concictont with most other 
counties in the state. 

One skunk made its way (by way of an j v 
opening near a pipe entrance) into a private 
home. He lumbered across a living room and 
took refuge in a closet. The home-owner, who 
declines to be identified, said he borrowed 
a trap and baited it with chicken meat. He 
said he removed the trap with a long pole, 

"a very long pole, and without setting off 
that horrible small*" finishing his story he 
could not resist punning, "Maybe that’s why 
they call them ’pole’ cat3." 

Although the worst of the rabies-vir¬ 
ulent season is past, the health department' 
still warns of possible rabies outbreaks* 

If a person is bitten by either a bat or a 
skunk, or by animals that may have contacted 
bats or skunks (practically any animal is li¬ 
able for 3uch contact), the bitten person is 
almost certain to need rabies treatment if the 
animal cannot be tested. 


SUBSCRIBER NOTE 

FOR NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
A MAILING LIST CUTBACK 

For several weeks, several hundred copies 
of the NEWS-LETTER have been mailed free to 
county residents, but with this edition the ed¬ 
itors must cut back on their mail list - except 
of course to the gratifyingly large number who 
have paid subscription fees. 

Subscriber-cost of the NEWS-LETTER is ad¬ 
mittedly high, even after the reduction of sub¬ 
scription price the editors managed to achieve 
last week. Actual cost, not counting overhead 
or any salary to those who prepare it, is near¬ 
ly 50 cents per copy and, understandably, the 
editors cannot for long personally underwrite 
this expense. 

As earlier explained, the NEWS-LETTER 
carries no advertising which to most publica¬ 
tions is the mainstay of profit* NEWS-LETTER 
hopes to avoid advertising in order to remain 
as independent as possible in its choice of 
editorial content. 

The cost then must fall to the subscribe 
er, and the editors hope that there are from 


HOSPITAL P.R. CAMPAIGN 

A MOVE TO GIVE THE 
"FACTS AND FIGURES" 

Just what may have happened over the 
past five years to bring about Southern In¬ 
yo Hospital’s current fiscal chaos remains 
now largely a matter of conjecture (and at 
least a little finger-pointing on the part 
of a politically-motivated few.) 

But it would appear that now the hosp*= 
ital officials and board are seriously tot¬ 
ing up the facts and figures in hopes of de¬ 
termining where the hospital expansion plan 
stands at this point. It is apparent that in 
the purely physical sense the expansion is 
dragging along at about 75# of completion, 
but financially, few seem to Icnow exactly* 

In any case last week marked the start 
of what many believe to be a long-needed pub¬ 
lic information program to bring the public 
into the matter and, hopefully, to persuade 
November’s voters to pass a bond issue to 
complete the hospital improvements. 

As Merlyn Finney, the recently-appoint¬ 
ed hospital administrator said, "There are a 
lot of ’if’s’ involved in the present prob¬ 
lems": If, for instance,the state had not un¬ 
expectedly passed legislation requiring far 
more stringent building codes; "if" inflation 
had not doubled and tripled some material and 
labor costs... 

Through Pinney the hospital board hopes 
to project its financial findings "based on 
practicality and not wishful thinking" on a 
public mind it hopes will be receptive. And 
if the hospital's figures are now nearly ac¬ 
curate it would appear that the hospital ex¬ 
tension and the sophisticated services it 
is planned to offer may - at least - prove 
to be more than reasonable. (About a dollar 
a month for most householders.) 

Pinney opened the hospital public inform¬ 
ation campaign with a talk before members of 
the hospital auxiliary last week* H e asked 
auxiliary members to begin now to build up 
interest in the bond issue. 


LOS ANGELES COUNCILMAN 
WILL CONFER HERE ON LEASES 

DWP leases on property to businessmen 
will probably dominate a meeting here of the 
"Inyo-Mono Committee," but rehashed squabbles 
will probably take a new turn •with the appear¬ 
ance there os a Los Angeles city councilman* 
Yev Yaroslavsky, one of L.A.'s more 
outspoken councilmen, has announced his inten¬ 
tion to be at the meeting, although his office 
is non-commital on what Yaroslavsky will have 
to say. 

one to four hundred of these in the county who 

find in the NEWS-LETTER enough interest in lo¬ 
cal issues to prompt them to subscribe. 

If, after awhile, it is found that the 
NEWS-LETTER is not economically possible, then 
unused portions of all subscription fees will 
be immediately returned to those who have paid. 

The editors suggest that if you like the 
NEiYS—LETTER and wish to remain on its mailing 
list, then it is time now to forward your sub¬ 
scription price. 
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PRIME RIG 

HIGH STEAKS IN 
TRUCK ACCIDENT 

Racing the warm sun, 
a Southern California meat 
company sent a second truck 
hurrying after a loaded rig 
that had overturned near 
Lone Fine. 

Aboard the first was 
a cargo of meat - JjO,000 
pounds of it - that company 
owners feared would rapidly 
spoil if not quickly trans¬ 
ferred to refrigerated stor¬ 
age. 



U0,000 POUNDS OF HEATS, enough to feed a small city for a week, 
loses its chill - and its freshness - under the afternoon sun. 


Unfrozen,the meat had been packed aboard 
"chilled" and then sent north to Reno. But 
driver Mickey Burdette of Chino ran into prob¬ 
lems as he went into a curve near the Diaz 
Lake intersection on Highway 395>. It was then 
about 2 o'clock in the morning. 

Swaying out of control and swerving on 
to the highway shoulder, the 18-wheel rig 
went over - almost irretrievably - where it 
lay for hours in the early autumn sun. Two 
wreckers sent from Los Angeles area were 
not equal to tire task of lifting or moving 
the heavily-loaded truck, not until its load 
was transferred. 

From Lone Fine and the surrounding area 
came visitors to the accident scene. They ap¬ 
proached Burdette asking for a free handout 
since, as all very well knew, "it was going 
to spoil anyway." 

Burdette, uninjured in the overturn, 
later sat in a Lone Pine cafe drinking cof¬ 
fee and explaining as best he could how reg¬ 
ulations prohibited him from distributing the 
cargo. And so it cooked there in the sun un¬ 
til mid-afternoon while another truck covered 
the long miles in a race against time. 

Later reports to the effect that Bur¬ 
dette had, after all, given away some of the 
meats, could not be verified. At week's end 
the question of whether the meat spoiled or 
was saved for consumption remained a matter 
between the truck's insurors and the packer. 

Burdette's co-driver, Tom Gourd, was 
sleeping when the accident occurred. In the 
turnover he suffered a broken rib; it was 
liis first accident in 20 years "on the big 
slab." 


WATER ISSUE, Continued 

County officials here are no longer tak¬ 
ing any action that might affirm or give a 
look of legitimacy to laws passed in L 0 s An¬ 
geles and affecting the county (although for 
long years such laws have governed the lives 
of Inyo people). 

At least three top Inyo administrative 
officials see the DWP "water meter" announce¬ 
ment - following as it does the recent court 
ruling in the county's favor - as more "pun¬ 
ishment" for Inyo County, a kind of reprisal 
action taken to keep us, as one said, "in 
line." 

County Administrator John K, Smith, one 
of Ihe nCn i*t il a whrif»r» 1 Him wl Mi IiW 


j spans many years, said late in the week that 
the court ruling "won't change things one bit; 
they'll keep on after us and if they can't win 
now they'll try, as they have in the past, to 
simply outwait us." 

Although water and ecological concerns 
are real ones, many countians watching DWP ac¬ 
tions in the past five years fear even more 
the DWP power plays over the valley's economy 
and over its personal lives. 

But some county residents take heart in 
the well-publicized fact that even in Los Ang¬ 
eles some individuals and groups are not tak¬ 
ing DWP's policies "lying down." The depart¬ 
ment's recently imposed "drought charge" there 
is strongly opposed and opposition is gaining 
momentum. Protests have gained considerable 
media attention, a fact which the press-sens¬ 
itive city fathers view with some displeasure. 
(Some media people in Los Angeles have ex¬ 
pressed the view that negative coverage of DWP 
is as much due to inept DWP public relations 
people who have lost credibility, as to the 
new charge itself which some of the press ap¬ 
pears to support.) 

The "drought charge," simply stated, is 
this: It explains (questionably) in effect 
that DWP's operational costs go on even though 
DWP is selling less water and therefore enjoys 
less cash-flow, and the additional charge is 
therefore neatly passed on to the public who 
now pays more money for less water. That is¬ 
sue came up after DWP was informed by the high 
court that they'd get little sympathy from the 
bench until Los Angeles could prove it was do¬ 
ing something to conserve water, suffering as 
it were with the re3t of the drought-stricken 
state from which it has bled water for years. 

Organized resistance at Los Angelos is 
taking a now tack in the issue by uncovering 
evidence that high costs for water may not be 
so much due to the drought as it is to the 
DWP heirarchy's high-living and princely en¬ 
tertaining. DWP management jwoplo have become 
accustomed to party junkets and -fjO-n-n ight 
hotel accomodations where the liquor flows 
almost in the same quantities as the Los An¬ 
geles Aqueduct. Two Inyo County reporters, 
invited in recent months to the DWP's plush 
quarters, wore offered "lunch" and a tour of 
the town and only reluctantly did the higher 
ups sit down to answer questions instead. 

yfi. Tip 7WIZ r«e*» (i) 
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KNIGHT RAID 

DEVELOPER WANTS •' 

PLANNERS FIRED 

Broadside attacks on various county a- 
gencies are not uncommon, and few are so 
explosive as to call for the resignation of 
an entire governing body. But an "open let¬ 
ter" written t>y Housing Developer Dean Knight 
and released to the media today (Monday, Oct. 

17) cauls for nothing less. %s target: the 
entire membership of the Inyo Planning Com¬ 
mission. 

Knight scores the commissioners on 
statements some of them made at a joint meet¬ 
ing two weeks ago between the commissioners 
and the board of supervisors. 

At that meeting, some planners charg¬ 
ed xhe supervisors with over-riding them in 
their tum-doTvns of some of Knight’s develop¬ 
ment proposals near Big Hne. The commiss¬ 
ioners said, in effect, that the board of 
supervisors had "fallen" for Knight's "hard¬ 
sell" tactics, and at least one supervisor, 
Herbert ^ondon, admitted openly that Knight 
is "the best salesman" he has met in Inyo 
County. Other planners were critical of the 
streets in Knight's proposed mobile-home de¬ 
velopment and went so far as to say that they 
might fail apart "some hot summer day." 

To that Knight replied in his open let¬ 
ter: "Do we need a Pat Y&ltsie to protect 
' these people ? (Buyers of property there)" 

Knight also lashed out at Wiltsie claiming 
she tries "to protect her investment, for if 
you don’t have the price then close the gate 
at Little Lake." Although the charge was un¬ 
clear, courthouse sources said they think he 
was referring to Wiltsie’s record of oppos¬ 
ing most mobile-home and low-cost housing 
proposals. 

Knight claims he lived up "to the let¬ 
ter" of every environmental impact report 
demand in the entir-e mobile home plan. He 
suggests that the planning commissioners be 
fired by the supervisors but that the latter 
seem reluctant because "of political reasons." 
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HOVERING UN-NERVINGLY over shoulder of Super¬ 
visorial Chairman Herb London was this poster 
of a hungry eagle, as supervisors opened week¬ 
ly session. Poster was unexplained* 


RAMPAGE 

"THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY" 

"SEEKER" HEAVES A CHAIR, 

IS ARRESTED AT CHURCH 

Joe Hudson, 3?-year-old former seminary 
student who once told a reporter he was seek¬ 
ing "spiritual illumination" in his use of 
LSD and peyote, went to church Sunday evening. 
And that's where officers arrested him as he 
angrily attempted to jerk the church organ 
off its moorings. 

Officers had been looking for him when 
they finally caught up with him at Santa Rosa 
Catholic Church. Behind him lay more than a 
thousand dollars worth of smashed plate glass 
at the Dow Villa Motel. ’Witnesses said Hudson 
had thrown a chair through at least one of 
them. 

It was not Hudson's first run-in with 
officers. There had been similar angry out¬ 
breaks at a Lone fine florist shop, a health 
food store and at a pool hall where he was 
picked up after throwing a pool ball through 
a window. 

Hudson had at one time lived on the 
church premises and sought out the company of 
people with religious interests, ^e and a 
friend had spent a summer in northwestern 
states where they looked into the mystic trad¬ 
itions of American Indians. They returned from 
that experience broke and hungry. Well-read 
in psychological and religious works, Hudson 
had said he was "looking for answers in him¬ 
self." H e considered himself "an intellectual," 
and declined counseling help. 

Asked why he vented his anger at the Dow 
Villa, he told officers that the motel "ripped 
off the tourists." He also told them, as he 

was taken to jail, "I hope PLsculli - -- 

together this time," an implication he may have 
turned to the county mental health officer for 
help. He also told the officers he'd "get away 
with this; it took you guys seven murders to 
get Manson." 

Charged with felony malicious mischief, 
the "seeker" who once lived at Santa Rosa Hail, 
faces an arraignment hearing this week. 

Officers said they had to "stniggle" 
with Hudson to mako the arrest. 


DEATH VALLEY CONNECTION 

FOR FLYING DOPERS 
A REMOTE LANDING 

Narcotics dealers have apparently found 
the lonely - and very flat - remoteness of 
Death Valley's packed sands an ideal transfer 
spot for delivery of drugs. Another plane was 
found there this past week, its fuselage and 
license numbers destroyed by fire. It was the 
second such crash landing and fire in recent 
months• 

Sheriff's deputies investigating the 
incident say they are awaiting word, and poss¬ 
ible identification, from the Federal Aero¬ 
nautics Administration. It appeared the plane 
crashed on landing, and then was set afire. 

Ecological considerations also entered 
into the plane crashes; Park service personnel 
fear such incidents may damage delicate natur- 
e 1 balances. 
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»»» NOTES FROM B.K.««« bcnett kessur 


SOME IMPATIENT PEOPLE at 
Lone Pine say they*11 take the 
Southern Inyo Hospital case to 
the grand jury. At least.one 
sub-contractor says increased 
buildri ng costs are "not the on¬ 
ly problem" there. Meanwhile, 
lacking information, at least 
a few -^one Pine people are not buying the hos¬ 
pital board's plea for a $63>0,000 bond issue. 
Hospital Administrator Herlyn Finney has begun 
a public information program "to get the facts 
out" and offset opposition to the bond issue. 


w 
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HAS MUTH MET HER MATCH? Political observ¬ 
ers doubt it, but they're keeping an eye on 
next June's supervisorial election. The first- 
term bishop Supervisor (YfLlma) Muth may see a 
challenger for her seat on the board of super¬ 
visors. He is Moe Jacobson who has had a taste 
of political activism and who wants more. Nov; 

3U Jacobson, if elected, would probably be In¬ 
yo's youngest supervisor to sit at the county's 
royal horseshoe in the supervisors' room. 

•SBBE 

CIGARETTE SMOKE drifts upward in the 
county board room to obscure the bright red 
and highly visible "NO SMOKING" sign. Observ¬ 
ers in the room are having trouble reconciling 
the contradiction presented by the smoking of 
one of the supervisors only a fev; feet away. 

And last week an audience member complained of 
allergies and of Supervisor Johnny Johnson 
"breaking the law." Johnson then tried to hit 
the ball into Herb London's court by bringing 
• up the chairman's "munching habits." London 
defended himself by saying he has given up the 
sometimes-noisy "Com-nutd 1 for quieter fare: 
"like pears and chocolate bars." As for the 
chairman's vices they are, as he hastened to 
point out, "not illegal." The smoking? The is¬ 
sue was referred to the administrator for what 
the board-men called "a study." Smokers hast¬ 
ily lit up to await a final disposition. 

Veil* 

ASTRONOMY BUFFS were taking a purely 
quantitative look at last week's solar eclipse, 
but some astrologers were making qualitative 
estimates. Although the mystics usually see 
forebodings in eclipses, the astrologers seem 
to agree (in magazines, newspapers and period¬ 
icals) that the eclipse in the sign of Libra 
mil bring good things for those bom under a 
■Mibran influence. Not so favorably affected: 
Cancerians, Capricomians and Aries types. 

■JBfrtf 

AS RETIREMENT-AGE MEN AND WOMEN look 
this year for.a way to extend their work-life, 
at least two DWP employees retired early. A 
usually reliable source says the pair quit 
because "they couldn't take the program" put 
on them by D'.TP policies in the valley. 

•iHti'c 

BISHOP DWP BUSINESS LEASES were prob¬ 
ably the topic when the district attorney 
made a hurry-up weekend trip to the attorney 
general's office at Los Angeles. But the DA, 
"Buck" Gibbons, would not affirm or comment. 

"I made a number of contacts," was all the 
DA would say on his return Sunday night. 


PEACE OFFICERS, Continued 

frustrated officers decided finally to vent 
their feelings. Their lengthy press release, 
issued late Friday (Reproduced in full on Page 
7) said in effect that the local system is 
soft on criminals and hard on victims and tax¬ 
payers. The association is headed by Detective 
’Monte lancey and includes in its membership 
about 30 officers ranging in rank from deputy 
to sergeant and detective. 

But the views of the ranks were echoed 
(albeit less firmly) by higher-echelon offic¬ 
ers, with a supporting statement from the sher¬ 
iff himself. 

Yancy said that the lawmen "really see 
the criminal and the effects of his actions on 
the victims," that officers "get frustrated 
when the same offender is sent back to the 
streets time and time again." 

To the deputies' broadside blast at the 
-county's sentencing and probationary policies, 
there was an expected reaction. 

Not surprisingly, the sheriff himself, 
Floyd Barton, echoed his deputies' charges. 

Said Barton: "Everybody's unhappy with the 
sentencing and the use of probation, on third 
and fourth time offenders. As for the state¬ 
ment itself, I'm glad they did it. Probation 
is being used too extensively throughout the 
whole state. People think that law officers 
who complain about it are old soreheads, but 
it's the taxpayers who lose, when one individ¬ 
ual is processed three or four times a year. 

Ihe citizens lose property in a crime and mon¬ 
ey through taxes paying for repeated legal 
processing." 

But the deputies found no support from 
superior court Judge Verne Summers. Informed 
of the association press release, Summers 
said, "If the deputies want to air their prob¬ 
lems through the news media, it is their light. 
I will say that I'm totally in the dark about 
this statement. It surprises me because I've 
never heard anything about any criticism." 

The judge said he had "never heard" of the 
deputies' association, and asked "how many men 
it represented. "I wonder if it is just a 
critical few ?," he said. 

The district attorney, L.H. "Buck" Gib¬ 
bons, sees the law enforcement officers' view 
as a "positive one." 

Said Gibbons: "I view the statement as 
a positive factor that law enforcement men 
are willing to stand up and be counted...As 

_ (See PEACE OFFICERS, Page 7) 
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The MEDIA 

AFTER WATER DECISION, 

DO',7N-SOUTH REPORTERS 
TAKE RENEWED INTEREST 

Covering the Inyo County- 
UJP water fight is like covering 
leaves in the wind; 11 There's a 
lot of pieces to look at," says 
KLAC Radio feature news producer 
Tim Brick. Brick, along with a 
competitive-though-compatible 
reporter, Greg Goldin of L.A.'s 
KPFK, came to Inyo late last 
week for a second look at what 
the water issue is all about. 

Brick is also a political 
activist involved in "Citizens 
Against Utilities Service Ex¬ 
ploitation" — or CAUSE — and he 
spearheaded a recent organized 
assault on DVfP's water rate de- 
raands in Los Angeles. "If they can charge us 
more for using less water, then we figured 
DYfP might be up to practically anything up in 
Inyo County." 

Brick and Goldin interviewed most of 
the principal characters in the water fight: 
D'N? officials and county officials, plus a 
number of "just people on the streets." 

Meanwhile, the publicity-needy county 
administration continues to sit on the story 
afforded by the state supreme court decision. 
Still in search of a county public informa¬ 
tion officer, county officials say they have 
received "some applications" after advertising 
the position. 

Goldin said "a lot of reporters" in the 
L.A. area are interested in the water battle 
here, but that limited budgets for travel, and 
costly telephone calls*incline them to "just 
reporting the DWP handouts. 

"they're not getting the whole story, 
they havo fow contacts up here." 
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COVERING INYO COUNTY WATER FIGHT, two Los Angeles report- 
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What ate they ? 




Callers attempting to identify a flock 
of large birds pictured in last week's NE1VS- 
LETTER said they were everything from a flock 
of gulls - to Pelicans. And -Pelicans they are. 

First caller, Big Pine's Enid Larson, 
said she got the word from Tom Heindel, an or¬ 
nithologist who is a teacher at the local high 
school. Heindel and his wife, Joanne, are now 
working on a book about the birds of Inyo-Mono, 
and he confirms the identification. He says the 
birds "always" fly through Owens Valley in Oct¬ 
ober, that they breed in Western Nevada and as 
far away as Salt Lake• Flying over the valley, 
they are probably on their way to wintering 
grounds in Mexico. 

As promised, NEWS-LETTER is confirming a 
three-month free subscription for Science-buff 
Larson, the first caller - and another one for 
the Holndels. 


WATER ISSUE, Continued 

Under a convenient city lav/, DWP need 
not open its books or explain its expenditures 
but every 10 years. At least two city council- 
men may soon make political hay of that fact. 
Many in L.A. city government, hoping to gain 
some control over the now-unfettered DWP, now 
want a closer look, and a far more frequent 
one, at those books and also at records which 
the DYfP feeds into the shredders with a fast 
efficiency perhaps better.applied in providing 
inexpensive water. 

Some officials there privately express 
the feeling that lavish entertaining and ex¬ 
pensive junkets for VIPs may be more common¬ 
place than they had thought. (Example: luxury 
accomodations and expenses recently provided 

the mayor's DWP liaison Mas Kojima on a "bus¬ 
iness" trip). Some both in the government and 
in the L.A. media have told Inyo County re¬ 
porters (those who would listen) that such 
expenses may be hidden in a complexity of 
DWP's several sets of financial and statist¬ 
ical records. 

So once again in Inyo County the dep¬ 
artment trotted out some more of its assur¬ 
ances - these in the form.of "negative dec¬ 
larations" - to foward to the county adminis¬ 
tration, this in the vague hope that Inyo's 
concern might be lessened. Sure enough, some 
of the county media carried it verbatim and 
without question. 

But there was no lack of questions at 
the embattled courthouse at Independence: 
about DWP's whopping 20% water increase and 
what DWP euphemistically called a "restruct¬ 
uring of ratesj and also about the DWP prop¬ 
osal to establish a nuclear power plant in 
Kern Coimty (Last year, DWP pressured some 
Kern farmers to come here with a tearful ap¬ 
peal for Inyo groundwater, and now DWP is 
trying to convince those same farmers that a 
power plant won't hurt their already hard-hit 
water supplies). 

DWP assures in its announcements that 
it has completed exhaustive environmental im¬ 
pact reports on all its projects. But since 
the Inyo County EIR was proven in the supreme 
court to bo a lie, not many are listening. 
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Text of DSA state ment: (The following is a verbatim copy of Friday's press release.) 

The Inyo County Deputy Sheriff's Association announces today that 
it is fed up with Inyo County's Criminal Justice System, and find veiy little about it that 
is associated with "justice" as we know it* We are tired of ridiculously lenient sentences, 
agreements made out of court, and the inequities and hypocrisies of our system. 

We feel that a member of our citizenry should not have to become 
a victim of a crime to discover what we already know is going on in our system today. The 
deputies' association has formed a committee within its ranks to investigate and inform the 
public of the reasons why burglars, forgers and drug dealers can receive the same sentences 
as street drunks and panhandlers, why criminals are not sent to prison for serious felonies, 
and why unemployed suspected dope dealers without community ties can get an "O.R." release 
while established citizens can be required to post bail. 

The committee Till report to the public on the effect of the pro¬ 
bation officer's recommendations on the decisions made by the courts, the effect of the State 
subsidy.program (system by which the State pays the county for not sending criminals to pri¬ 
son), and on sentences handed out for various crimes over the past several years. We will 
provide speakers for interested civic groups, make press releases, and answer expected critic¬ 
ism from other members of the system. 

We realize that there.must be a balance between the rights of the 
accused and the rights of our citizens to live and work in peace. We also know that a problem 
exists throughout the nation. We do not, however, feel that in Inyo County our Criminal Jus¬ 
tice System is so massive, or so hopeless, that an informed public could not insist on the 
protection of their rights. On the contrary, our voting, taxpaying citizens can have an en¬ 
ormous effect on our Criminal Justice System. 

The deputies' association is made up of deputies, detectives, and 
sergeants of the Sheriff's Department. We are the officers who have contact with our law abid¬ 
ing citizens every day. We believe that we know how they feel about crime in their communities, 
and we believe that if they knew what we do about our system in Inyo County, they would not 
tolerate ito 

The sheriff protects the public by investigating crimes, removing 
the offender from the public, and providing evidence for a successful prosecution. The District 
Attorney protects the public by prosecuting offenders and arguing for stiffer sentences. Once 
this occurs, the Sheriff and District Attorney have no control over what happens, and it be- 
I comes the probation officer's and court's turn to protect the public. Our investigation will 
focus on these steps in our system. Our highest goal of this project is that the citizens of 
Inyo County have the Criminal Justice System they deserve, one that is compassionate and for¬ 
giving toward the people as it is toward the criminals, and one as aware of the rights of the 
people as they are of the offenders. 

Any individuals or groups wanting more information, write Deputies 
Association, Box 36, Independence, 93^26. 


PEACE OFFICERS, continued 

for their statement of agreements made out of 
court this would be illegal. All agreements 
must be a matter of public record. 

"But I don't want to take issue with the 
deputies' association. I welcome their inter¬ 
est and understand their frustrations. 

"Fart of the problem is the adversary 
system itselfj on one side are the police and 
the district attorney working for a conviction 
and the other part of the balance is the pro¬ 
bation recommendation and the court itself." 

Gibbons, asked if he thinks sentencing 
is too lenient in Inyo courts, declined com¬ 
ment, but said, "I don't want to infringe on 
the deputies' stand in this issue. Nobody sees 
the criminal offender like the police and the 
victim." 

Concerning the deputies' charge that 
dope dealers can get an "O.R." release. 

Justice Court Judge Don Chapman referred to 
a recent case. He said he released a defen¬ 
dant after "hearing from the probation dep¬ 
artment that (he) had been on probation be- 
• fore and had dutifully reported in. That 
gave me proof that the man would make the 


required court appearances." 

("The man" Chapman referred to has a 
record which includes a number of years in the 
penitentiary, Hq has been reported as boastiqg 
about his "connections" in the underworld, and 
he has frightened some people in the county 
with threats. It was on a threat to a deputy 
sheriff that he was arrested and was charged 
with possessing a club. Released on "O.R.," 
he was later arrested (with a teen-age girl) 
for possession and sale of narcotics. Jailed 
at Independence, his bond was set at more than 
:'?29,000. In spite of this he was re-released.) 

Chapman said of tire deputies' state¬ 
ment: "I have no criticism of their position. 
Every element of the criminal justice system 
looks at things from a different point of 
view, but I think criticism is legitimate." 

As for the charge of "light sentences," 
and over-use of probation. Chapman said, "I 
may give a first offender probation, but af¬ 
ter that usually jail time." 

The judge said that "The attitude of 
the deputies association may mean a general 
breakdown in communications. I have told the 
detectives that I would like to get together 
with them. I want their input." 





























■- HI THERE l 

1 THIS IS MYCOUNTRY... 
(T..AND MY WATER... S 




/" ... BUT I RENT OUT A LOT 
( OF IT TO MY FRIENDS... 
X SOME OF THEM LIKE ME 

i? 






"... I'M CONCERNED WITH 
THEIR WELFARE... 




/ 



I LET MY TENANTS WORK 
AND PLAY... AND EVEN 
SWIM HERE... /- 
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I THERE GOES ONE NOW... 






X‘ 


...SEE YA / 
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